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A STUDY IN POST-WAR CONSERVATISM CHAPTER I
THE INDUSTRIAL REVOLUTION
MEN are in history seldom the architects of their own ages. Moreover, it is the philosopher rather than the statesman who directs the lives of generations still unborn- The statesman is the reflection of his age, and most ages have been ready to acclaim their statesman. In the modern world the business man and the clerk dreams of the superman without realising that he himself represents a 'system that puts a low price on such a personality. The critic in the twentieth century street applauds the megalomania of the mountebank* He expects his hero to have risen from the masses of a doubtful overlordship. He fails to distinguish the wise ruler from the political showman. Owing to his individualist upbringing, he tends to judge men in the close span of their own lives; to reduce their achievements and failures to a balance sheet; and to be impressed by their accomplishments rather than their virtues. In short it is no moment to expect sane criticism of a man who succeeded to confusion and who by reason of his up* banging was himself the most confused,
It is now close on two centuries since the first urge of the Industrial Revolution commenced to stir men's minds. To those centres where coal and water were plentiful the powerful magnet of increased hope drew the men of the British countryside. The Welshman forsook his billa for the doom of the South Wales valleys* Birmingham spread